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We have been very fortunate to have received excellent media and press coverage for 

the launch of this exciting project in which the Parish Council is collaborating with the 
Leisure and Tourism department of Derby University to investigate ways in which the 

uniqueness of the village can be promoted in today’s demanding tourism market.  We 
feel that it is important everyone in the village is aware of what the intentions of the 

project are so that we can all join together in the project with an open mind.  The aim of 

the first phase is to investigate what the village has to offer and does well, identify what 
is not working so well and see how it can be improved and finally see if anything is 

missing and if we can fill that void. The project, through the work of the students, will 
enlist the help of the residents of the village, the businesses and the visitors to look at all  

aspects of the village then in the autumn will produce a report of their findings.  It 

is crucial for the project that these ‘stakeholders’ get on board with the project as 
its success relies on a broad based survey audience.  Also, to take the project into 

phase 2 – implementation - we need to show evidence of that support so that we 
can obtain the necessary funding to fulfil the outcomes. 
 

 

To keep everyone up to speed with what is happening, there will be articles in ‘A View from The Bath’, some written by 

the students, information on the Parish Council website, a dedicated Facebook page, regular tweets and as much press 
and media coverage as we can manage.  The steering group is meeting monthly to monitor progress and ensure the 

project is heading in the right direction.  There are representatives of the Parish, District and County Councils, plus the 

hospitality, attractions and retail outlet sectors of the village.  Residents are represented by three Parish Councillors.  We 
will also enlist the help of specialists to advise when needed.  A full list of those on the Steering Group plus the notes 

from the meetings will be published on the website.  
 

Those who have signed up in support will receive information from the project including surveys, questionnaires and 
even requests for material help to move the project forward.  We have already received offers of accommodation for the 

students while they visit the village to research, venues to hold meetings and briefings and access for the students to 

attractions and establishments to interview visitors.   We are looking for enticements (prizes) to encourage stakeholders 
to complete surveys, places to advertise what we are doing but most importantly of all, constructive ideas as to ways in 

which we can make the village a better place to live, work and visit.  At all times the Parish Council will remember that 
we are a ‘living village’ and will keep the views of those who live here to the fore.  We can only do that if the village is 

part of the project and gets involved so Sign Up NOW!  If you can help in any way, please get in touch and spread the 

word around the village and further afield about the project.  If you have not already done so, become a supporter by 
signing up on line or calling us on the telephone.  Please forward this message to your contacts who you feel may be 

interested and encourage them to become ‘supporters’ 
 

Website: www.matlockbathparishcouncil.gov.uk/project-details    Facebook: Matlock Bath – Into the Future 
Email: intothefuture@matlockbathparishcouncil.gov.uk   Twitter : @MatlockBathPC 

Phone: 07914 420545 
 
 

 

Important for all Residents 

You are invited to join a focus group at either 2.00pm or 7.30pm on Tuesday 12th April at the 
Temple Hotel  

Have your say about the future of your village and keep up to date with all developments by 
becoming a supporter. Sign up on the website or contact the Clerk.  

mailto:intothefuture@matlockbathparishcouncil.gov.uk


Derby University Students Seek the Village Views on Tourism 
 

Members of the Matlock Bath community will be among the first to shape research into a University of Derby project to 
boost the village’s tourism industry by taking part in focus group meetings on 12th April.  Following the meeting in the 

Ballroom at The Fishpond which launched the project on 15th February, students carrying out the research into the 
resort’s visitor economy are now looking forward to inviting local people to attend the focus groups at The Temple 

Hotel at 2pm or 7:30pm.  
 

Emma Pope, one of the undergraduates involved in the project, said: “The support and positive attitude towards the 

project has been really encouraging, and we are now eager to understand Matlock Bath more from the point of view of 
its residents, to get a feel for the town’s identity, and to understand any issues or opportunities from the community’s 

perspective.  This input will be extremely valuable to shape our research and inform the recommendations at the end 
of the project that will aim to identify how Matlock Bath can boost its tourism economy and image”. 
 

“This will be the first chance for the residents of Matlock Bath to have their say, and we once again thank you for your 

support and look forward to working with you.” 
 

Businesses are also continuing their talks with the University to take the project forward following their focus groups on 

14th March in the Pump Room at Matlock Bath Pavilion.  
 

The students will also be busy over the Easter weekend talking to the visitors.  From 24th – 31st March they will set up 
the orange gazebos in Memorial Gardens and outside the Pavilion. They will be questioning the visitors all over the 

village.  If you see them around the village in their orange hoodies do say hello.  Anyone completing a questionnaire 
will be entered into a prize draw. There is a full list of prizes on the website.  The students will visit the village again in 

the summer for further research. 

  
Students from Derby University 

   

Business Focus Group 

 
 

  

The business focus group met on Monday 14th March in the Pump Room, The Grand Pavilion, 
courtesy of the Mining Museum.  At the meeting with Derby University students tasked with 

looking at the business sector, 24 businesses were represented.  The meeting was chaired by 
Andrew Pugh, who chairs the project Steering Committee.  The students explained their business 

questionnaire.  Issues raised by the group were diversity in the retail outlets, accessibility for all, 

visitor perception of the village and the Matlock Bath brand image. 

The students will be modifying their questionnaire in light 
of the discussions and will be giving feedback to the 

Steering Group on 5th April.  Notes of the Steering Group 

meeting will be published on the Parish Council website. 
Any businesses not yet signed up to the project as a 

supporter should do so as soon as possible to ensure they 
have all information and be directly involved in taking the 

project forward. 

  

 

 



Pro Loco Art and Photography Competitions 2016 – Cllr Lorraine Keeble 
 

When the days get longer and Spring is just around the corner, does it make you want to be outside enjoying the 
sunshine?  As the blossom arrives and nature everywhere is ready to burst into life, does it make you feel creative?  

Well, if so, now is the time to dust off your paintbrushes or get out with your camera because our Art and Photography 
Competitions are both now open! 
 

Last year’s competitions were another great success and we are already looking forward to receiving your entries for 

this year.  You have until the Autumn to submit so plenty of time to create your masterpieces!  The competitions are 

open to all ages, we welcome entries from villagers and visitors alike and there are some great cash prizes to be won.  
A presentation ceremony will be held in November for all of our winners, further details of which we will be able to give 

nearer the time.  Without the support of sponsors, the Parish Council would not be able to host the Pro Loco 
competitions.  We would like to take this opportunity to thank our sponsors of both competitions, in particular Sir 

Richard Arkwright’s Masson Mills and the Heights of Abraham. 
 

To register for either of these competitions or for more information log on to www.matlockbathparishcouncil.gov.uk  
   

Pro Loco Art 2016 

 

 

 

This will be the 37th year of our Pro Loco Art Competition and you have until Friday 23rd 
September to register your entry, with the main rule of the competition being that your 

work must feature a scene or artefact of Matlock Bath.  Your finished piece does not have to 
be a painting – you can use any media, including 3D, collage, embroidery as well as the 

more traditional method of drawing and painting using watercolour, pencils or oils.  Entrants 
need to register on line or can contact the Clerk for an entry form.  After the closing date all 

entrants will be contacted to arrange for their work to be ‘dropped off’ at a central point in 

Matlock Bath.  It will then be displayed on Saturday 8th October 2016 in the Pump Room of 
the Pavilion where members of the public will be invited to vote for their favourite.  
 

The work with the most votes will win prizes in the following categories: 
 

Adult – 1st Prize - £150, 2nd Prize - £100, 3rd Prize - £50 

‘Best Villager’ - £50 (awarded to a local resident) 
‘Most Innovative’ - £50 

Parish Council Award for the work that best captures the character and spirit of Matlock Bath - £50 
 

Prizes for Junior Artist (Infants), Junior Artist (Juniors) & Young Artist (Secondary) 1st, 2nd and 3rd prizes will be in the 

form of gift vouchers 
 

Pro Loco Photography Competition 2016 
 

 

 

This year marks the 7th Pro Loco Photography Competition hosted by Matlock Bath Parish 

Council and we look forward to showcasing your photographs of our beautiful village.   
 

Entrants have until 7th October to submit up to 4 photographs depicting a scene or artefact 
of Matlock Bath.  To enter you will need to upload your photographs via our website.  The 

competition is open to all age groups with 3 separate prize categories: 
  

Adults (age 17 and over) – 1st Prize - £80, 2nd Prize - £65, 3rd Prize - £50 

Young Photographer & Junior Photographer prizes will be in the form of gift vouchers 
 

 

There will also be cash prizes for each of the following categories: 
 

 Best Villager – the best photograph submitted by a local resident 

 Best Picture of Masson Mills 

 Best Picture of the Heights of Abraham 

 Best Picture of the ‘The Heritage of Matlock Bath’ – something that captures the rich and interesting history  

 Best Picture of ‘A Hidden Gem of Matlock Bath’ 

 The Parish Council Prize – something ‘different’ that encapsulates the character and spirit of Matlock Bath 
 

Our categories depend on sponsorship so there may be more – please keep an eye on the website for updates.  After 

the closing date entries will be shortlisted and displayed on Saturday 22nd October in the Pump Room of the Pavilion 

where members of the public will be invited to vote for their favourites.  We look forward to receiving your entries! 
 

http://www.matlockbathparishcouncil.gov.uk/


Matlock Bath Sports Area 
 

 

 

You may have noticed but work has started on the sports area. 
 

We reported in a previous Newsletter that the Parish Council agreed to 
renovate the very worn out facility. 
 

In the coming weeks more work will be undertaken including the pruning 

and removal of any trees overhanging the area.   
 

The plan is to wire brush and clean up the existing steel fence posts and 

restore the timber rebound boards which will then be treated and painted.  
 

 

A new gateway will be installed and hopefully the court area will be extended to the wall on the A6 (this is subject to 

planning permission).  The whole area will then be re-surfaced. 
 

New lines will be painted and then the area will be more useable than it currently is.  Some work will be deferred to a 
later date such as lighting but this will depend on funds available. 
 

Holy Trinity School - PTFA 
 

The children at Matlock Bath Holy Trinity have been learning how it feels to give and receive encouragement, 

compliments and support from one another.  Each day, as events unfold, the Holy Trinity children write messages to 

their friends, showing appreciation, giving encouragement and thanking each other for their strengths. At school, this is 
done as a simple hand-written note, dropped into a bucket. As each day moves on, the children fill their buckets with 

positivity and friendship. 
 

Within the community, local businesses are working closely with us, providing us with ideas and support for upcoming 
events. There are many exciting things in the pipeline, so watch this space!  We are stronger working together, 

encouraging and learning from one another, as plan our own school's growth. Our bucket with pride to be a part of 

such a wonderful community.  
 

Our community book sale is being held by the Matlock Bath Holy Trinity PTFA, Matlock Bath Pre-school and the Friends 
of Matlock Bath.  The book sale will be held in the Pavilion on 26th, 27th & 28th March between 10.00 am-4.00 pm.  

Remember to pay us a visit where you're bound to find some gently used replacements to put back on your shelves!  
 

We look forward to seeing all of our buckets overflowing, as we say goodbye to winter and welcome spring, new growth 
and stronger friendships.  

 

36 Years of Matlock Bath Art – An Exhibition – Cllr Lorraine Keeble 
 

We are very excited this year to announce that over the Spring Bank Holiday – 28th May-5th June 2016, we will be 
holding an exhibition of all first prize winning work from previous Pro Loco Art Competitions – and that’s a staggering 36 

years worth!  We are able to bring together this remarkable collection of art courtesy of Masson Mills, a major sponsor 
of Pro Loco Art and where the winning artwork has been kept. 

 

Mr Robert Aram of Masson Mills is very kindly allowing us to temporarily remove the works from Masson Mills so that we 
can hold the exhibition in the Pavilion’s Pump Room.  We are delighted to have this opportunity to celebrate the success 

of the Pro Loco Art Competition and display the talent and creativity of so many local artists.  We very much hope that 
you will enjoy seeing them too and that they will perhaps inspire you to enter this year’s competition.  This really is a 

not to be missed even so please make a note in your diary now!  Open daily 10.00 am-5.00 pm. 
 

Help!  Volunteers Required – Boatbuilders Association 
 

 

 

Matlock Bath Venetian Boatbuilders Association are looking for enthusiastic people to join us, 

to help on the river during the illuminations season, and to become full members of the 

association progressing to building and entering your own models in future 
parades/competitions.  Anyone interested please contact by e-mail – David – 

illuminations@david210.orangehome.co.uk or telephone 07870503166. 
 

We look forwarding to hearing from you! 
 
 
 

mailto:illuminations@david210.orangehome.co.uk


Great British Fish and Chip Supper – Friday 20th May 2016 
 

Want to eat Fish and Chips, while raising money for charity? Hold a fish and chip supper on Friday 20th May 2016 whilst 
raising awareness of spinal cord injury and supporting SIA’s vital services.  
 

You can hold a fish and chip supper in your own home, at work or hold a larger supper at your local community centre. 
 

SIA will provide a fundraising pack containing hints and tips, recipes, invitations and donation envelopes. By inviting 8 

friends and asking them to donate an additional £5.00 means you will raise at least £40.00 from your supper but we will 

also give you additional fundraising ideas to raise even more money for SIA. 
 

Just £50 could contribute towards the support from our Peer Support Service for one hour, in a district general hospital 
or Major Trauma Centre.  For more information or request a fundraising pack call Elizabeth Wright on 0845 071 4350 or 

email fundraising@siafishandchips.co.uk or visit www.siafishandchips.co.uk 
  

Annual Parish Meeting 

 
This year’s Annual Parish Meeting will 

be held on Wednesday 25th May 
2016 at 6.00 pm.  All residents of 

the village are invited to attend.  The 

purpose of this meeting is for 
residents to receive the annual report 

which consists of a written report on 
the work of the Parish Council over 

the last 12 months.  The report will be 

published in the summer edition of ‘A 
View from the Bath’ as well as on our 

website.  This meeting is a chance for 
you to tell the Parish Council what we 

are doing right and where we can 

improve what we do for the village. 

 

Masson Hill Fell Race 2016 – John Middleton & Leah Maltby 
 

 
Photograph courtesy of Mike Briggs 

 

 

 

The fifth Masson Hill Fell Race will take place on the 26th April at 7.00pm.  

The venue for registration and prize-giving will again be the Matlock Bath 
Holy Trinity School on Clifton Road.    Entrance fee will be £5 with no pre-

registration this year.  The route is the same as last year, distance 6.5 km 
with 340 metres of ascent, and has a permit from the national Fell Runners 

Association as a short Class A race. This makes it the only short race of this 

difficulty in the White Peak.     
 

We had a record field of 133 last year and it has been good to see an 
increasing number of local (Matlock area) runners since the inception of the 

race.  

In fact Ben Cartwright of Matlock AC was a very close second to Luke Beresford of Ripley AC, last year’s overall winner. 
The winner’s category of 70 years+, previously unawarded, was won last year by Graham Young of Sinfin RC.  It is very 

satisfying though to attract runners from Staffordshire, Nottinghamshire and Sheffield, quite difficult for an evening race 

to do, as it introduces the beautiful countryside surrounding the village to a wider group, who often say they will return 
with friends and family to walk in the area.  
 

We are very grateful to all local friends who help with the marshalling and general organisation.  The race raises around 

£400 each year for the school funds and really could not proceed without the generous help of these friends. If you are 
interested in running, or helping with marshalling, please visit our website www.massonhillrace.org.uk  for information 

and our contact details. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

mailto:fundraising@siafishandchips.co.uk
http://www.massonhillrace.org.uk/


District Council Report – Cllr Joyce Pawley 
 

Firstly may I offer congratulations to the Parish 
Council for the splendid work they are proposing to 

do with students from Derby University to look at the 

future of Matlock Bath in all its aspects.  The initial 
meeting was very well attended and I hope that 

interest in this exciting project continues to grow. 
 

Remember please that the success of this 
undertaking does not rest with the Parish and 

District Councils and other bodies working with the 
students, but with yourselves who live and work in 

the village.  This cannot be underlined enough, only 

the enthusiasm of the whole community will make 
the project meaningful.  Please let us have your 

views on how you would like the village to move 
forward.  Pass on your thoughts so that we have a 

picture that includes the views of all.  We can then 

address your worries, if you do not speak up your 
voice does not get heard except through hearsay 

and that will make certain it is not taken into 
account. 
 

On to another matter: the final report on the repairs 

to the Memorial Toilets has had to be delayed due to 

signs of the presence of bats.  Unfortunately a 
proper survey cannot now be carried out until the 

end of March as they cannot be disturbed.  As soon 
as I have any more news on this I will let you know. 

 
 

Classes, Courses and Workshops running 
At Heart Jewel Buddhist Meditation Centre 

Holme Road, Matlock Bath DE4 3NU 
01629 581585   www.heartjewel.org.uk 

 
 

A View From the Bath Chair – Cllr Peter Baranek 

 

 

On a beautiful if rather chilly Monday morning back in February, I was fortunate to spend the 

morning with the film crew from East Midlands Today going around the village, explaining what 
the project with the university is all about but most importantly, showing them what the village 

has to offer. While sitting having a much needed warming coffee at the Heights of Abraham, I 
had a few moments to contemplate what was around and below me and what a beautiful  

environment we have to call home. 

It is clear why our ancestors wanted to come to the village and why it has always been popular.  Given the current 

situation in our village, we have never had a better chance to protect what we have here for future generations but also 
the opportunity to enhance it and make a positive change that will be remembered and celebrated in years to come.  It 

could well be a long road but the journey has begun.  Join that journey and have your say.  Get on board and sign up 
as a supporter of the project, attend one of the focus groups on 12th April, keep abreast of developments – get 

involved. 

All Spic and Span Ma’am 

 

 

 

You may have seen litter bags of an usual colour around the 
village or elsewhere in the country.  In a regal purple, they are 

being used as part of national Keep Britain Tidy campaign’s ‘Clean 
for the Queen’ to mark her majesty’s 90th birthday.   

 

The Parish Council has a supply of these bags, courtesy of Derbyshire Dales District Council, and would be pleased to 

hear of any group who would like to take on clearing a particular area of litter and other dumped rubbish.  The 
Community Payback Team has already filled 20 bags of rubbish along the A6.  Please get in touch for your supply of 

bags, litter picks and gloves and we will arrange with Derbyshire Dales District Council for the bagged rubbish to be 
removed. 

 
  

http://www.heartjewel.org.uk/


Children’s Christmas Party 2015 – Julia Dale 
 

 

  

The Children’s Christmas Party at the Old Methodist Church (now Matlock Bath 

Indoor Market) was well attended.  More than 50 babies, toddlers and primary 
school aged children filled the hall with their laughter and excitement. 
 

Music and songs were provided by John Gill (featuring Hannah West); there were 

party games – including “Don’t Get Squidged by the Giant - aka our resident stilt-
walker Chris! - and Snowball and Spoon races.  We had a marvellous party feast 

with lots of lovely food; and of course no Christmas Party would be complete 
 

without a visit from Santa!  Our bearded friend and his reindeer battled the elements to land his sleigh safely on the roof 
of the hall; slid down the rope we had left hanging for him in the bell-tower and rang his bell to let the children know he 

had arrived.  Santa had a present for each child and called them individually to receive their gift.  Finally, a shower of 

balloons floating down from the ceiling signalled the end of another fun-filled party. 
 

Thanks to all who helped make it a success.  Thanks especially to the Parish 
Council for their generous grant; to Mel at The Temple, Paul and Jayne at the 

Bank Note, Chris Ehrenzeller and John Gill for providing the entertainment; 
Julia Dale for the games; Anne Gill, Lynn Wood, Nathan Davies, Julia and John 

for the organisation and all others who helped on the day. 
 

Special thanks go to Robin at The General Store who generously supplied 

squash, napkins, plates, crackers, balloons and countless other goodies. 
 

This year we will be looking for a new venue and volunteers to continue this 
great village tradition.  Please get in touch if you have any ideas or would like 

to be involved – joolzdale@yahoo.co.uk  
 

 

Ghost Story – Leslie Oldfield 

 

The town of Whitby in Yorkshire has done 

extremely well out of its connection with Bram 
Stoker’s Dracula novel and two hugely popular 

Goth weekends take place each year and there is 
no doubt that the town’s tourist reputation has 

been enhanced by the evil Count’s sojourn there. 
 

It is surprising, then, that the town of Matlock Bath 

in Derbyshire has not capitalised on its connection 
with Mary Wollstonecraft’s celebrated novel, 

“Frankenstein”.  The tourist industry is surely 
missing a trick, for if they visited Whitby during one 

of its Goth weekends, they would find it difficult to 
get a room in a hotel or bed and breakfast as the 

town is full to the brim with visitors. 
 

As a person who was born and bred in Derbyshire, 

I think it is high time that something was done to 
draw people’s attention to Matlock Bath’s 

connection to the Frankenstein story and that it is 
why I have written the short story, “A Gothic 

Tryst”.  I hope that it will excite people’s interest in 

the town and boost its tourist trade.  Ideally, 
sooner or later, Matlock Bath will have its own Goth 

weekend to rival Whitby’s. 
 

To read the full story log onto 
www.matlockbathparishcouncil.gov.uk 
 

 

mailto:joolzdale@yahoo.co.uk
http://www.matlockbathparishcouncil.gov.uk/


Raft Event 2015 – Ray Foster (DASAC) 
 

 

 

Once again it was time to get the annual charity Raft Event held on Boxing 
Day off on its merry way down the River Derwent from Matlock through 

Matlock Bath then on to Cromford Meadows.  
 

Our usual pre event preparation went ahead, we had a large tree to fetch 
out near the A6 bridge at Matlock, which decided to give up the ghost just 

10 days before the off. 
 

We protected the bank side at Cromford Meadows with a scaffold ramp in 

order to get the rafts out of the water safely.  The river banks were walked 
and checked for obstacles, all leaflets were posted but did it rain. 

 
The spate of the river became faster as Boxing Day loomed, but thankfully 

on the day we had a window of fine weather.  By 8am the rafters started 

to arrive to play their part in raising funds for our beneficiaries.  They 
dressed themselves up in a variety of well thought out themes which alls 

adds to the spectacle of the event.  At 10am they were speeding down the 
river, thoroughly enjoying the unusually fast punt towards the finish line.  

Little did they know of the dangers awaiting them as they approached the 
promenade at Matlock Bath.  Unfortunately we had a resurgence of the 

idiots who think that throwing eggs at the rafts is fun and acceptable 

behaviour; it is neither.  Yet again one of our rafters ended up in hospital 
with a serious eye injury.  We do not want these people to attend the 

 

event as they don't contribute any finance to charity, but delight in injuring our rafters, who give up their time to help 

make this event the spectacle it has become. We raised almost £6,500 for our beneficiaries, RNLI and the Red Cross to 

whom we have contributed.  This is an increase of almost £1100 on last year.   We would like to thank the general 
public, some of them travel many miles to support our event.  We would like to thank the many services who work 

together to make it a success, the police, the ambulance, the fishing organisations, the rugby club and last but by no 
means least the local councils, Matlock Bath Parish Council, Derbyshire Dales District Council and Derbyshire County 

Council.   Thanks go to Cllr Michael Wilderspin for judging the event and presenting the prizes. 
 

Prizes were awarded as follows: 
 

1st Prize (and shield) – Swans 
2nd Prize – Vikings 

3rd Prize – Beach Volleyball 

Discretionary prize – Lit up 
 

Now we start the planning for next year - no rest, just enough time to recover.  
 

Payback Time for the Community 
 

 
 

 

Over the last few weeks you may have seen work – or evidence of it – at 

the side of the A6 at the south end of the village.  On various occasions 
since the beginning of February, the Parish Council has arranged for a 

Community Payback Team to come to the village to undertake a series of 

tasks involving the clearing and cleaning of certain areas.  They started by 
clearing all the vegetation and litter from in and around the sports area.  

They then cleared areas along the A6 from Clifton Road to opposite the 
Old School.  They have also cleared parts of the banks, hedges and paths  

on the New Bath Road.  In their clearance work they have filled 20 bin  

bags with litter as their contribution to ‘Clean for the Queen’.  It is hoped that before the end of the month with the help 
of Derbyshire County Council, all the ‘brash’ will be wood chipped and spread as a mulch under the trees with the ivy 

and other vegetation taken away in skips.  After this we aim to get the area by the bus shelter at South End – opposite 
Masson Mills – cleared and then move to work on the Wapping Nature Reserve.  Maybe we can get the cleared areas 

planted with wild flowers, shrubs and bulbs.  Anyone willing to help with this part of the work please get in touch.  We 

are hoping to engage the Community Payback Team in ongoing maintenance of the areas cleared. 
 

 
 
 



Consultation on Subsidised Buses – Derbyshire County Council 
 

  
  

 

 Local residents are being asked their views on proposals to stop 
paying for local bus services and community transport to help us 

deal with the biggest budget cuts in our history. 
 

By 2020 the funding we get from central government is expected 

to be more than a third less than in 2010. 
 

This means we need to review what we spend on paying for local 
bus services which don’t carry enough passengers to be run 

commercially – subsidised buses – and the amount of money we 
give to Derbyshire’s six community transport schemes to Dial-a-

Bus (DAB) ‘shopping buses’.   Proposals are being put forward to 
help save £4.4m on transport costs. 

The new proposals are to: 
 

 Withdraw all county council funding for subsidised buses from October 2017.  This means that unless they can 

be run commercially they will stop. 

 Withdraw all county council funding for DAB services from October 2017.  This means that unless they can be 

funded from elsewhere they will stop. 

 Provide some funding - £1.3m – for a new Demand Responsive Transport (DRT) service.  This could be used by 

passengers currently using subsidised buses and those using DAB. 
 Provide a new Door-to-Door Plus service for people who currently use DAB but would be unable to use the 

proposed DRT service. 
 

No decisions have yet been made on these latest proposals.  The consultation questionnaire can be found on line at 

www.derbyshire.gov.uk/transportchanges   Printed copies are available from local libraries.  Closing date for the 
consultation is Sunday 24th April 2016.   
 

Trusted Trader – Derbyshire County Council 
 

 

  
Finding a company that you can trust to do some work for you can be a bit daunting – how 

can you be sure that you won’t get ripped off? What if things go wrong? How do you 
choose between lots of different companies? These sorts of dilemmas were a driving force 

behind the setting up by Derbyshire County Council of the Trusted Trader scheme to help 
local people find traders and businesses that do a good job at a fair price and provide good 

customer service. 
 

That was back in 2008 and the popular scheme has gone from strength to strength. These days there are nearly 17,000 
searches each month on the Trusted Trader website, www.derbyshire.gov.uk/tt by people looking for reliable companies 

to use. Another ringing endorsement for the scheme was a recent survey which gathered feedback from more than 
16,000 people who had used a Trusted Trader and an impressive 94% said they were very satisfied with the service 

they received.  So people can have lots of confidence when employing one of the 1,200 traders who are part of the 

scheme. In the very unlikely event of someone having a problem with one of the traders then help is at hand. 
Derbyshire County Council trading standards officers can get involved in any queries involving Trusted Traders and seek 

to resolve them.  
 

The scheme particularly helps to protect older and vulnerable adults by making it easier for them to use Trusted Traders 
rather than rogue traders who typically cold-call and use high pressure sales techniques.  A recent development has 

been the inclusion of Financial Advisors who specialise in providing financial advice for people in later life and can help 

with matters like care fees, pensions and investments.   Find out more about all aspects of Trusted Trader at 
www.derbyshire.gov.uk/tt or call 01629 536148.  Enquiries are also welcome from businesses interested in signing up to 

the scheme – membership brings lots of benefits and costs only £70 - £100 per year.  
 

Communication 
 

The Parish Could would love to hear from you whether it is to report a problem, enquire about one of our events or to 

tell us what you think of what’s happening in your village.   
 

Contact us through our website – www.matlockbathparishcouncil.gov.uk  OR telephone the Clerk on 07914 420545 OR 
e-mail clerk@matlockbathparishcouncil.gov.uk 

 

http://www.derbyshire.gov.uk/transportchanges
http://www.derbyshire.gov.uk/tt
http://www.derbyshire.gov.uk/tt
http://www.matlockbathparishcouncil.gov.uk/
mailto:clerk@matlockbathparishcouncil.gov.uk


District Council Report – Cllr Garry Purdy 
 

I am sure the Parish Council has reported the initiative with Derby University in this Newsletter to look at improving 
Matlock Bath for the benefit of the resident and visitor. 

 

I would just like to add though that we need everyone, especially each Trader to sign up to this venture, so please visit 
the Parish Council website and sign up.  If you have any questions regarding this issue please do not hesitate to get in 

touch.  This is a really exciting project, and as a member of the monthly Steering Group I know Dr Sarah Rawlinson of 
Derby University, who is leading the research with her students, will welcome your thoughts.  
 
 

The Public Conveniences in the Memorial 
Gardens are currently subject to a 

tendering exercise by the District Council to 
see which Company can provide the most 

competitive and best offer to carry out 

repair to the main fabric of the building 
and improvement works to the interior as 

approved by Full Council last year.  It will 
though take time because evidence has 

been found of bats nesting in the roof of 

the building, and by law no work can be 
carried out until the end of the nesting 

season, which is apparently at the end of 
March. 
 

 

Rest assured that Cllr Mrs Joyce Pawley and myself will keep a close eye on this matter and ensure that appropriate 

temporary toilet facilities are proved once again for the tourist season. 
 

I had to arrange a couple of weeks ago for Jubilee Bridge to be cleansed after hardened flour had been noticed stuck to 

the bridge, no doubt residue from the Boxing Day Raft Race.  I have made it known to the Police and the District Council 
Officers that I feel better management of this event is required, especially safety reasons on the river and with regard to 

highways issues on the day.  If anyone has any observations on this event I would welcome your views. 
 

Bringing Back the Vistas! 

 

 

 

The Parish Council is pleased to announce that it has started working with 

DerwentWise who work as part of The Derbyshire Wildlife Trust.  We have 
started to identify views which without too much difficulty can be restored by 

the removal of trees and bushes. 
 

All current areas of interest are bordering on the river.  We 
have looked at areas at Artists’ Corner where, in fact, some 

work has already started, the grassed area opposite The 

Cables B&B, the riverbank between the Memorial Shelter and 
Jubilee Bridge and the area behind the Pavilion and car park.  

As you are aware, permissions for all tree work must be 
obtained as the village is a conservation area but, of course, 

there is far more to conservation than the protection of trees.  
As the work borders on the river, the environment agency also 

are consulted and, of course, the land owners.  Despite all of 

this, we do hope the work can start in the near future and we 
will again be able to see High Tor, the river, bridge and 

bandstand and the Pavilion.  We also hope that by clearing 
some trees and shrubs on the other side of the river, Lovers’ 

Walk will again be visible from the pavement. 
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